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Ad Angelo, Valenti. The Merry Marcos; written and illus. by Valenti Angelo.
5-6 Viking, 1963. 141p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.19 net.
The story of an Italian farm family who were also, in the summer months, a troupe
of performers; Mamma had performing doves, the boys were tumblers and clowns
and their sister Paolina danced. The book describes their springtime preparations,
the small adventures of a summer's tour, and the return to home and school in the
autumn. A warm family story, with some well-paced episodes and with great appeal
in the Italian background and in the theatrical facets of the story-although descrip-
tions of performances tend to be repetitious. There seems no reason for the trans-
lated phrases; since throughout the book Italians are speaking to Italians in English,
it is jarring to have Mamma say to her boys, "Buona notte-good night." or to have
one of the boys say, "Uno, due, tre-one, two, three! "
R Benary-Isbert, Margot. Under a Changing Moon; tr. from the German by
7-10 Rosaleen Ockenden and Margot Benary-Isbert. Harcourt, 1964. 285p.
$3.75.
Set in Germany in 1866, a long and quiet novel about a young girl in a large family.
Paula, home after two years in a French convent school, finds life with five brothers
and assorted aunts disquieting and abrasive. She is considering convent life when she
falls in love with a young Prussian officer who has been quartered in their home, al-
though she knows the family would not welcome her marriage to a Protestant. The
love affair ends with the lieutenant's departure; sure at first that she can never love
again, Paula comes to realize that she has come to care deeply for an older man
who is an old family friend. The details of place and period are fully and convincingly
created, becoming merely a realistic background for a vivid picture of family life,
with the attitudes, holiday customs, small conflicts and large loyalties perceptively
described.
R Bendick, Jeanne. Sea So Big, Ship So Small. Rand McNally, 1963. 80p. illus.
6- Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.95 net.
A very good book about boats and boating; excellent for the beginner, the book gives
enough information in succinct and straightforward style to be useful as well to the
sailor with some experience. The author discusses different types of boats, purchase
and maintenance, safety rules, accidents and first aid, water sports, weather and
navigation aids, and boating etiquette. An index is appended.
M Bothwell, Jean. Romany Girl. Harcourt, 1964. 19 2p. $3.50.
7-9
Giff Hay goes from Wales to India when he inherits an estate from his uncle; he is
dismayed when he is told that he is part Romany, his father having disappeared many
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years ago. Giff finds some of the events of his Indian visit rather baffling; he is in-
trigued by them and by the illegitimate half-Romany girl Roz who does not know that
the Englishwoman who is her loving teacher is the widow of Roz's father. The two
fall in love, with a triangle relationship as a sub-plot. The book has marvelous back-
ground, a romantic mood and plot, and a mystery the solution of which seems so ob-
vious, that Giff's slow realization (that the estate manager and wise old native are his
"dead" uncle and long-lost father) seems highly improbable.
R Bradbury, Bianca. Laughter in Our House. Washburn, 1964. 183p. $3.50.
7-10
Gilly and her older brother are used to the fact that their widowed mother, a busy
advertising executive, has treated them as separate but equal adults. When their
mother has an emotional collapse, the two face several problems: they are responsi-
ble for a mother they love but hardly know, they must-on medical recommendation-
live in the country, and they are faced with innumerable tasks and decisions in re-
modeling an old house and preparing for their mother's homecoming. Gilly and Em-
mett find their Vermont neighbors helpful, and their problems are eased by having
money; their problem is their mother, who is aloof and apathetic when she is not
agitated. A candid and perceptive book in presentation of human relationships and of
the problems of living with one who has had a "nervous breakdown." An occasional
character and an occasional situation in the story have an aura of contrivance, but
the important aspects are convincingly and intelligently drawn.
R Briggs, Raymond. The White Land; A Picture Book of Traditional Rhymes and
K-2 Verses. Coward-McCann, 1963. 48p. illus. Trade ed. $3; Library ed.
$2.86 net.
In an attractive picture book, twenty-odd rhymes and jingles are illustrated in black-
and-white and in color. The picture is delicate in line and detail, yet it has a great
deal of vitality; the colors are vibrant without being harsh. The period dress of most
of the illustrations-in fact, the whole mood they convey-is gay and quaint, just right
for the genre.
M Brown, Ivor. Shakespeare and His World. Walck, 1964. 48p. illus. $3.95.
7-9
A book about various aspects of Elizabethan life, with special emphasis on Shake-
speare's life and on the theatre. Mr. Brown gives, in authoritative but heavy fashion,
historical background, cultural details, comments on education, religion, food and
clothing, music, literature and literary patronage, health and medicine, and other,
minor aspects of life in Shakespeare's time. The text requires background in order
to be completely comprehensible, since it skims so many topics with latent content.
It is authoritative, but it is not comprehensive or well-organized; it is too detail-
cluttered to be good browsing material, and it cannot be used for ready reference
since it has neither a table of contents nor an index.
M Burland, Brian. St. Nicholas and the Tub; pictures by Joseph Low. Holiday
K-2 House, 1964. 31p. $3.25.
A Christmas story about the origin of the Santa Claus tradition; the story is prefaced
by an author's note that is quite inappropriate for the age of the intended audience;
the illustrations are overly busy with detail. Bishop Nicholas comes to a village
threatened by flood; three orphan children with whom he is taking shelter help the
good man prepare food for the marooned townspeople when the flood comes at Christ-
mastime. Saint Nicholas had told the children that the gifts must be given in secret;
they perpetuated the custom and so the practice and the legend grew. The title refers
to the half-barrel in which the gifts are delivered; it is based on a painting of Nich-
olas but is a minor fact in the story. A bit drawn-out and contrived, the story is un-
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lightened by humor or lifted by good writing style.
R Causley, Charles. Dawn and Dusk; poems of our time chosen and introduced
5-9 to boys and girls by Charles Causley; with designs by Gerald Wilkinson.
Watts, 1963. 128p. $4.95.
First published in England in 1962, a pleasant anthology of poems by contemporary
authors; the text is divided into five sections: "Songs and Ballads," "The Other World,"
"Carnival of Animals," "People and Places," and "Occasions, Seasons, and Festivals."
Some of the poetry is lovely and none of it is of poor quality, although the book has a
range in literary quality as it does in mood and subject. Author and first-line indexes
are appended, as is a series of brief notes on the authors-especially useful because
it cites titles of some of their published books.
R Cone, Molly. A Promise Is a Promise; illus. by John Gretzer. Houghton, 1964.
5-7 153p. $2.75.
Ruthie is eleven, plagued by the self-importance of her brother Herbert, bothered by
the fact that her best friend, Sandra, can't invite her to a Sunday school party since
Ruthie is Jewish, and generally inclined to be worried about most things. The small
events of Ruthie's life are described with warmth, humor, and percipience; the family
dinner table conversations sound real enough to have been taped, and the book has an
excellent balance of interests in the heroine's agitated life. The most valuable aspect
of the book is in the candid simplicity with which Ruthie's attitudes toward being Jew-
ish are discussed: jealousy of her brother's Bar Mitzvah, yet embarrassment at hav-
ing Sandra at the ceremony-a secret desire for a Christmas tree, and defiance if
anyone suggests that it might be odd not to have one. Not sentimental, not didactic,
but a story that should contribute to understanding.
NR Coombs, Patricia. Dorrie and the Blue Witch; written and illus. by Patricia
2-4 Coombs. Lothrop, 1964. 48p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.84 net.
A sequel to Dorrie's Magic. The little witch, Dorrie, is left alone at home by her
mother, the Big Witch, who is attending a meeting called to deal with the problem of
Mildred, a Bad Witch who has appeared. Dorrie is called on by a nasty Blue Witch;
she shrinks the visitor and puts her in a bottle; when the Big Witch returns, she says
the Blue Witch is Mildred and she banishes her. Dorrie wins a prize for Witch-Catch-
ing. Slow-moving and slight plot, flat writing style, and pedestrian illustrations.
R Coy, Harold. The First Book of Hospitals; illus. with photographs. Watts, 1964.
5-9 79p. $2.65.
An excellent book on hospitals, authoritatively written and meticulous in detail. The
material is well-organized and is written with crisp informality in which there is no
talking-down and no slang; the amount of fictionalization is minimal. The author de-
scribes the different kinds of hospitals, the various services and departments within
hospitals, the functioning of major services, and the many professional and volunteer
roles of hospital personnel. A brief index is appended; the glossary and bibliography
that precede the index are fairly extensive.
M Crayder, Teresa. Cathy and Lisette; illus. by Evelyn Copelman. Doubleday,
7-9 1964. 143p. $2.95.
Cathy, a high school sophomore, is delighted at the prospect of having a foreign ex-
change student from France as a guest for the year; Lisette, however, seems such a
paragon of domestic virtue that Cathy is resentful. When Lisette seems to be flirting
with Cathy's boy friend, jealousy is added to resentment; however, Mother's hospital-
ization makes the two girls dependent on each other and they soon learn that compro-
mise on differing opinions and frank discussion on misunderstandings will clear the
air. Some of the concepts about relationships are sound, but the characters and the
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incidents of the situation as it develops are quite flat; the writing style is adequate,
the dialogue having a bit more life than the pedestrian descriptive material.
M Dean, Elizabeth. Printing: Tool of Freedom; illus. by Erwin Schachner. Pren-
4-5 tice-Hall, 1964. 61p. $3.25.
A brief introduction to the subject, with illustrations that are very handsome but not
always clear in the presentation of information. The text gives a few facts about the
history of books and printing and a few about the speeding of communications after
movable type was invented; the material on processes in printing and on type faces
is accurate but sketchy. A one-page index and a short glossary (not necessarily of
names or terms used in the text) are appended.
M Delgado, Alan. The Very Hot Water-Bottle; illus. by Edward Lewis. Follett,
5-6 1964. 120p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.85 net.
A mystery story set in London, first published in England in 1962. Mike, twelve
years old, comes from Norfolk to London for a Christmas visit with his aunt and
uncle and their daughter Caroline. On the train he meets two odd characters, one of
whom steals a suitcase belonging to the other. By improbable coincidence, the very
same day he arrives, Mike finds his uncle's friend is the criminal. The apprehension
of the culprit and the recovery of the valuable pearls that had been concealed in a hot
water bottle in the suitcase are developed in a story that has a few overdrawn char-
acters and a contrived plot; the characterization is quite good for the most part, Lon-
don background is interesting, and the writing style has considerable vitality.
R Dupuy, Trevor Nevitt. The Military History of World War II; vol. 8; Asiatic
6-9 Land Battles: The Expansion of Japan in Asia. Watts, 1963. 68p. illus.
$2.50.
A really fine series; here, for the first time, the author turns to the war in the Pa-
cific. The author gives an excellent background for this volume describing Japanese
expansion in Asia by thoroughly detailing the emergence of Japan as a contemporary
power and the history of Japan's battles with Russia and China. The book is well-
organized, written with clarity and objectivity, and amply provided with good maps
and campaign diagrams; an index is appended.
R Faber, Doris. Behind the Headlines; The Story of Newspapers; illus. by John
7-10 Mecray. Pantheon Books, 1963. 153p. $3.50.
Written by a former reporter for The New York Times, a good book about the evolu-
tion of the modern newspaper and about newspaper work. Mrs. Faber surveys briefly
the emergence of the mass-circulation newspaper, some of the prominent publishers
in the history of journalism, and some of the great scoops of the past. She describes
the many departments and special features of today's newspapers; one of the espe-
cially valuable aspects of the book is the discussion in separate chapters of local, na-
tional, and international coverage and of the coverage of special areas such as war-
time reporting or coverage of such disasters as hurricanes. Authoritative, well-or-
ganized, and well-written; a very brief bibliography is appended.
R Fadiman, Clifton. Wally the Wordworm; drawings by Arnold Roth. Macmillan,
4-6 1964. 57p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $3.42 net.
With much sense and much nonsense, Mr. Fadiman fights back. Conclusion of thesis:
"So-down with books that treat me like a baby! Chuck 'em out the window, and I
don't mean maybe! I'll tell you the conclusion I have come to. It is that I am tired of
the cat who is sitting on the mat! " This peroration follows some romping pages in
which the author shares with readers his enjoyment of words: odd words, new words,
words that sound alike, words that can be manipulated. The protagonist is a voracious
worm who eats words and has a field day going through a dictionary. The illustrations
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are lively and imaginative, and the book can be read aloud to younger children who
may not appreciate every nuance, but who can enjoy a considerable portion of the
text.
R Faralla, Dana. The Singing Cupboard; illus. by Edward Ardizzone. Lippincott,
4-6 1963. 94p. $3.25.
First published in England in 1962, a charming fanciful story for which the Ardizzone
illustrations are exactly right. An elderly aunt comes visiting from Denmark and
brings Nils and Ulla a gift for their room: a tall cupboard. The cupboard has a door-
harp that makes sounds of singing, it has doors covered with lovely painting, and it
has a resident mouse. As the children become acquainted with the mouse, there
emerge family chronicles, imaginative fantasy, bits of Danish folklore, and gently hu-
morous dialogues between mouse and men.
R Farmer, Penelope. The Magic Stone; illus. by John Kaufman. Harcourt, 1964.
6-7 224p. $3.75.
A story combining mysticism and realism, set in the English countryside. Caroline,
thirteen, is wary of the new girl just moved to a housing development from London;
Alice, a year older, misses the noise and excitement of the city. Hostile at first, the
two are drawn together when they find that only in cooperation can they pull a piece
of metal out of a grooved stone. At first unbelieving, they realize that something mag-
ical has happened, a magic that heightens their perceptions. The psychological impli-
cation of their relationship is deftly handled: before they go their ways-Caroline to
boarding school, Alice to a job-both girls have changed, each broadening her under-
standing. Characterization is sharply etched, the familial patterns being wonderfully
candid and perceptive. Beautifully written, a story in which the fanciful element gives
depth to an honest picture of class differences. Although this is primarily a book for
the upper elementary reader, it is not too childish for girls in junior high school.
M Finkel, Lawrence S. How To Study; by Lawrence S. Finkel and Ruth Krawitz;
5-7 illus. by Duane Unkefer. Oceana, 1964. 63p. $2.50.
An administrator in curriculum research suggests some general rules and some spe-
cific techniques for improving study habits. The first part of the text discusses the
organization of one's time, the use of mnemonics and other aids to memory, and mak-
ing the most of reading. The second part of the book concentrates on tests: prepara-
tion, group review, types of tests, and tips on test-taking. The book contains a good
deal of sensible advice, but it is written in a style that is heavy yet written-down; il-
lustrations are of comic-strip calibre. Perhaps the chief weakness of the book is that
it seems to elude basic problems: for example, a list of suggestions for overcoming
specific reading problems describes solutions superficially. "If you read word by
word, then you should try to look for thoughts or phrases. You can learn to see a few
words in the time it takes you to read one." or, "If you sometimes forget what you
have just read, you should try to read with a definite idea in mind. Get the main idea;
remember important facts; use what you have learned."
R Fitzhugh, Louise. Harriet the Spy; written and illus. by Louise Fitzhugh.
5-7 Harper, 1964. 298p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.99 net.
A marvelous and terrifying child, Harriet. An imaginative and intelligent sixth grader,
she has two preoccupations: she writes and she spies. Harriet writes honestly and
caustically her opinions of her peers and of adults, and she spies in an organized and
industrious way. When her classmates find Harriet's notebook, war ensues and Har-
riet finds she is an outcast. Having just been separated from the one adult with whom
she was in rapport, Harriet becomes very upset and is taken to a psychiatrist. His
suggestions are sensible, and Harriet, too bright to be anything but bored at home,
goes back to school and a more constructive channeling of her rampaging abilities. A
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very, very funny and a very, very affective story; the characterizations are marvel-
ously shrewd, the pictures of urban life and of the power structure of the sixth grade
class are realistic. Some of Harriet's behavior is utterly reprehensible, some of
her parents' treatment of her is unfortunate, but all of this is devastatingly real.
The story grows, moving from an acid humor to compassion as the first image of a
fractious and rather nasty little girl gives way to the image of a little girl whose
fierce candor and rebellious pride make it hard for her to get the love and approval
she so desperately needs.
R Footman, David. The Russian Revolution. Putnam, 1964. 158p. illus. $3.50.
7-9
A well-written book that should give young people a good background for understand-
ing present-day Russia. The author gives lucid accounts of the various uprisings in
the nineteenth century against the rulers of Russia and of the civil war. The latter
part of the book deals with the importance of Lenin, Kerensky, and Stalin in the de-
velopment of contemporary Russia. The theories of Marx and his role in shaping the
revolution are discussed early in the text; the book concludes with a brief chapter
on Marxism that reminds the reader of the importance of Marx and his political phi-
losophy. A glossary of political expressions and an index are appended.
Ad Garelick, May. Here Comes the Bride; pictures: Joe Lasker. Scott, 1964.
2-3 42p. $3.
Perhaps the realistic dialogue between two small girls will not be quite as amusing
to a young reader as to an adult, but it is both amusing and realistic. Jane-who has
just attended a wedding and is therefore an authority-is an imaginative child; her
friend Kathy is interested in planning Jane's wedding, but sees pitfalls. Jane has
chosen her unsuspecting mate, Joey, and says, "I come down the aisle and stand
right next to Joey." "He won't come." "He has to. He's going to be my husband."
The girls are good foils for each other, the humor is genuine and the conversation
entertaining and occasionally quite meaningful. The story would have more impetus
had the fact that Jane had seen a wedding been mentioned earlier in the book.
R Gies, Joseph. Stars of the Series; A Complete History of the World Series; by
6- Joseph Gies and Robert H. Shoemaker. T. Y. Crowell, 1964. 336p. $4.50.
A book that baseball fans will read with nostalgia. The text covers all of the worlds
series games in enough detail to include every unusual aspect, every stellar per-
formance by a player, and every famous single play. Some of the chapters describe
one year's games, some cover two or three; the early history of series games in
the last century is particularly interesting, since the remainder of the text is famil-
iar-if exciting-material. The writing style is informal, a mingling of statistics,
anecdotes, and reporting. Lists of series records and a good index are appended.
R Glubok, Shirley. The Art of the Eskimo; designed by Oscar Krauss; special
4-8 photography by Alfred H. Tamarin. Harper, 1964. 48p. Trade ed. $3.95;
Library ed. $3.99 net.
As with previous books by this author, this is a handsome volume of photographs,
dignified in layout and with spare simplicity of text. The art objects, most of them
some form of carving or sculpture, have so much less variety and sophistication
than do those in Miss Glubok's other books that this volume seems more appropri-
ate for young children than were its predecessors. The older child-or even the
adult-will still find the photographs interesting as unusual (and some lovely) exam-
ples of primitive art.
Ad Golden, Harry. So What Else Is New? Putnam, 1964. 312p. $4.95.
8-
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A good browsing book, filled with comments on every sort of topic, some of the ma-
terial being humorous and some serious, some of the topics being dealt with in a
paragraph, some in several pages. The anecdotes are interesting, the humor occa-
sionally self-consciously cute. Some of the selections are of such brevity that they
give a choppy quality to the book; for example, one entire selection entitled "Wom-
an's saga" reads,
"In her twenties a woman needs health.
In her thirties a woman needs personality.
In her forties she needs money."
R Govan, Christine (Noble). Number 5 Hackberry Street; illus. by Peggy Bacon.
4-6 World, 1964. 186p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.41 net.
A family story set early in this century in a small southern town. The three Bolton
children are pleased when their father buys an old house because it is so spacious
although Jessie, the oldest, is ashamed of the fact that the house is shabby. There is
no money for repairs because Papa invents. Unsuccessfully. The family depends on
Mamma's teaching piano, and all of them work to help Papa have the right sort of
materials for his latest project. Alas, somebody else invents a punctureless tire;
Papa decides to go back to teaching, and the Bolton prospects improve. Although
some of the characters are a bit stereotyped (the haughty mother of an unpleasant
child, the garrulous cleaning woman) most of them are convincing and pleasant; dia-
logue is realistic and the details of community life and of the times are delightful.
Ad Haywood, Carolyn. Eddie's Green Thumb; written and illus. by Carolyn Hay-
2-4 wood. Morrow, 1964. 188p. $3.50.
Eddie and Annie Pat, the Mrs. Malaprop of the junior set, decide that since there is
a garden project proposed, they can earn some money by selling seeds. They and
other friends and classmates get into an assortment of mild problems, silly ploys,
realistically meandering conversations, and an occasional bickering session. All of
the gardens grow well, although in unexpected ways. As always, Eddie's family is
warm and real and the activities of the children are wholesome, but the book is slow-
paced and seems drawn out.
Ad Hess, Lilo. Easter in November; story and photographs by Lilo Hess. T. Y.
K-2 Crowell, 1964. 49p. Trade ed. $3.75; Library ed. $3.60 net.
A little girl is given some baby chicks and told that there is something special about
Araucana chickens, but that she must find out for herself what it is. Gail watches
and waits; not until her pets are grown enough to lay eggs themselves does she find
that Araucanas lay eggs in pastel shades. The photographs that illustrate the story
are clear but are repetitive; the writing style is simple, with smooth handling of the
fictional framework. Since the book moves along slowly, with emphasis on the small-
est detail of the learning process, it seems unfortunate that there is a gap in the pho-
tographic record: after many pictures of fluffy chicks, there is no interim photograph,
but pictures of chickens that appear to have attained full growth.
R Hodges, Cyril Walter. Shakespeare's Theatre; written and illus. by C. Walter
6- Hodges. Coward-McCann, 1964. 103p. $4.95.
A delight. Typography, format, text and illustrations are handsome; the beautiful pic-
tures are filled with informative detail and are well-placed in relation to the textual
reference. The text is written with simplicity and authority, describing the emergence
of Elizabethan theatre from the travelling companies that developed after the early
Mysteries and Moralities. The last part of the book is particularly interesting, since
it gives unusual information about theatres of Shakespeare's period, information about
mechanical devices used in production or about unusual architectural details.
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Ad Holisher, Desider. Growing Up in Israel. Viking, 1963. 180p. illus. $5.
6-9
A long, detailed, and profusely illustrated book in which much of the text is related
to a brother and sister (Israela, fourteen, and her younger brother Simon) living in
the coastal town of Nathanya. The book gives a good deal of historical background,
including that of Biblical times; while there is some material about political and in-
dustrial life, the emphasis is on matters that are closer to the individual: family
life, school life, recreation, patriotism, religion, etcetera. There is a considerable
amount of local or regional descriptive material, some of which is introduced when
the children take trips. The weakness of the book is in the writing style, which is
often florid, occasionally guilty of borderline errata of syntax, and here and there
sprinkled with travelogue-style statements: "They talk animatedly about the past
and the great leaders of their country, and in the course of friendly chats they tell
memorable legends and recite sparkling axioms."
Ad Houghton, Eric. Mystery of the Old Field; illus. by Shirley Hughes. McGraw-
6-9 Hill, 1964. 143p. $2.95.
First published in England in 1963 under the title Summer Silver. Colin and Roy,
building a hide-out in a deserted lot, stumble on a clue to an old mystery; they are
periodically hampered (by a disliked classmate) in their efforts to keep their detec-
tive work secret. Colin finally figures out the hiding place, and the boys find a cen-
tury-old cache of a silver collection. The story has some mildly interesting histor-
ical information about the Last Laborers' Revolt, the storyline is economically con-
structed, and the roles of the boys are quite credible; the writing style seems heavy
for a mystery, however, and the story moves slowly and has little feeling of sus-
pense.
NR Ipcar, Dahlov. Black and White; written and illus. by Dahlov Ipcar. Knopf,
K-2 1963. 34p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.99 net.
A very slight text is accompanied by interesting illustrations. A little black dog and
a little white dog play together all day; at night each dreams of other forms of ani-
mal life in black and white, and the next morning each tells the other about his
dreams. The text seems only a vehicle for the illustrations, which are attractive but
not particularly appropriate for the audience despite the fact that they show animals;
the stress is, on many pages, on design rather than realism; there is no humor in
text or in illustration, and the emphasis is on the varieties of black and white forms
and on the combining of one or two colors with black and white. Some of the pages
are lovely (black and white with turquoise and lime, or with turquoise and pink) but
the appeal is more to the practiced adult eye than to that of the child.
R Kumin, Maxine W. More Eggs of Things; by Maxine W. Kumin and Anne Sex-
2-3 ton; illus. by Leonard Shortall. Putnam, 1964. 47p. (See and Read Story-
books.) Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $2.52 net.
A pleasant sequel to Eggs of Things; here Buzz and Skippy go with their families to
the seashore. The boys find a clutch of eggs that they can't identify; mysterious re-
marks by Pest (Skipp's small sister) make it clear that she knows what the eggs are.
She trains their dog to guard the eggs, and by the time the eggs hatch and the emer-
gent creatures are recognized, all the children and their dog and a trained seal have
become involved in an adventure. Bouncy but believable, written with simplicity in
style and with unity in development.
R Kuskin, Karla. The Rose on My Cake. Harper, 1964. 36p. illus. Trade ed.
K-2 $2.50; Library ed. $2.57 net.
A book of poems, illustrated with attractive drawings some of which are lightly hu-
morous, all of which are lively. The poems are deft, some amusing, some ingenuous,
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some more profound than the others-yet not too sophisticated. A very pleasant book
to read aloud.
M Lauber, Patricia. Penguins. Garrard, 1963. 64p. illus. (Junior Science
2-4 Books.) Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $1.87 net.
Although the text is good simplified material and the photographs interesting, the
book has a narrower scope than Darling's Penguins (Morrow, 1956) which describes
penguin anatomy and includes a good distribution map. So, indeed, does Miss Lauber's
own Penguins on Parade (Coward-McCann, 1958); there the text is for middle-grades
readers rather than the beginner, but it is simple enough to be read aloud to primary
grade children and gives far more information. A comparison of the first paragraphs
of the two books may illustrate this. From Penguins on Parade, "Every morning the
penguins at the zoo in Edinburgh, Scotland, take a walk. The keeper opens the gate of
the pen, and out come the penguins." and from Penguins, "Every morning the penguins
go for a walk at the zoo in Edinburgh, Scotland. The keeper opens the gate of their
pen. And out come the penguins."
M Lewis, Mary. The Halloween Kangaroo; illus. by Richard Lewis. Washburn,
2-4 1964. 22p. $2.95.
Jeffrey was determined to wear a kangaroo costume to the Hallowe'en party at school,
even if it were not a traditional costume. His mother made the costume, Jeffrey en-
joyed having it, and everybody admired it. Unfortunately the back zipper stuck and
Jeffrey couldn't eat or play games; one of the boys finally helped Jeffrey out. The sur-
prise use of the kangaroo suit was that it proved to be a refuge for the lost and fright-
ened hamster the teacher had brought to school. A realistic story, its appeal lessened
by the fact that it has no direction: the hamster being found in the kangaroo pouch is
anticlimactic, the solution of the stuck zipper brings no change, the fact that the illus-
trations show Jeffrey to be a Negro child seems irrelevant save that he is presented
as part of a pleasant and ordinary middle-class family.
R Life Magazine. China; by Loren Fessler and the editors of Life. Time, 1963.
8- 176p. illus. $2.95.
A truly valuable title in the World Library series, giving lucidly the complicated back-
ground that may enable the reader to understand the complexities of the political situ-
ation in China today. Mr. Fessler, long a correspondent in Taiwan and in Hong Kong,
has used information from government agencies, from refugee reports, and from
travelers on the mainland in addition to his own observations; he writes with authority
and objectivity. The illustrations are impressive; endpapers provide double-spread
maps, one a political map and the other a relief map. Appended are a chronological
list of famous figures, a list of important dates, a bibliography for each chapter, and
an index.
R Life Magazine. The Balkans; by Edmund Stillman and the editors of Life. Time,
8- 1964. 151p. illus. $2.95.
A sophisticated and intensely detailed discussion of the four Balkan countries of Al-
bania, Bulgaria, Romania and Yugoslavia. The long, intricate, and often bloody history
of the Balkan regions is as clearly described as the complexities of the past permit.
The years of the first and-in even fuller detail-the second world war are discussed,
as are the policies and problems of the present governments. As in other books in the
series, broad-spectrum views are given of religious life, the arts, recreation, etcet-
era; the photographs are profuse and informative, especially interesting because
some of the scenes are rather rare-such as those of the Albanian capital. A list of
important dates, a list of major cultural figures, a bibliography, and an index are ap-
pended.
58
R Lindgren, Astrid (Ericsson). Christmas in Noisy Village; by Astrid Lindgren
2-4 and Ilon Wikland; tr. by Florence Lamborn. Viking, 1964. 31p. illus.
Trade ed. $3; Library ed. $3.04 net.
First published in Denmark in 1963 under the title Jul i Bullerbyn. As in the other
books about Noisy Village, the story is told by Lisa, and the first-person form is
used with fair success-being just slightly self-conscious. The format is that of a
picture book, the text more brief and simple than are the other stories about the
group of small friends in a Danish town. The illustrations are attractive: colorful
and quaint, having-despite the modern dress-an old-fashioned look. Lisa describes
Christmas preparations, the excitement of Christmas Eve, and the assorted delights
of the day of Christmas. The Danish background is delightful, the story has holiday
appeal, the writing is uncluttered and ingenuous, verging occasionally on quaintness.
The book should appeal to a younger read-aloud audience, too.
R Lowrey, Janette (Sebring). Love, Bid Me Welcome. Harper, 1964. 249p.
9- Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
A sequel to Margaret; the heroine, now seventeen, is living with the great-uncle who
has adopted her, and is having her future decided. In a small Texas town in 1912,
Margaret's relatives disagree about her education, while Margaret is determined to
go to Austin and find her childhood love. She is befriended by a young doctor who
knows the motive she is too shy to mention to her family; she becomes increasingly
aware that Dr. Kinkaid is important to her, and finally realizes that she is in love
with him-and he with her. The storyline is basically simple and period-patterned,
but the book is so well written and the characterizations so vivid that the story is
far from being a formula novel. One of the more sophisticated situations in the book,
beautifully handled, is the infatuation that an older woman has for Dr. Kinkaid, a sit-
uation in which both the gossip and the protective devices of a small town are delin-
eated.
SpC Luckhardt, Mildred Corell. Good King Wenceslas; illus. by Gordon Laite.
4-6 Abingdon, 1964. 112p. $3.
A story based on the Christmas carol, set in Czechoslovakia in the tenth century; the
central character is the page, Stephen. Separated from his parents when their home
was set afire by the cruel brother of the king, the pagan lad Vojak is found by the
Good King Wenceslas and taken back to the castle, where he is re-named Stephen.
The story depicts the struggle between the king and his deceitful brother, the reunion
between Stephen and his parents, and the spread of Christianity in pagan Bohemia.
The last chapter describes the events on which the carol is based. The writing style
is adequate, the story seems drawn-out; the book will have some use as material for
Christmas, but is probably most useful in a religious education collection.
Ad Ludovici, L. J. The Great Tree of Life; Paleontology: The Natural History of
8- Living Creatures; illus. by Frank Aloise. Putnam, 1963. 191p. (Science
Survey Books.) $3.50.
A history of paleontological investigation, with a text organized about the evolution
of knowledge through the discoveries of scientific men rather than being organized
about the topic of evolution itself. As the contributors to the body of paleontological
knowledge are reviewed, theories and facts about natural history emerge. Although
the text is both comprehensive and authoritative, the usefulness of the book is limited
by the heavy concentration of detail in long, solid paragraphs. A glossary, a bibliog-
raphy, and an index are appended.
Ad Mamoulian, Rouben. Abigayil; The Story of the Cat at the Manger; illus. by
5-6 Marshall Goodman. New York Graphic Society, 1964. 40p. $3.95.
An oversize book in which Abigayil, feline resident of Bethlehem and mother of five
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kittens, tells her version of the first Christmas. There is humor in the writing, espe-
cially for cat-lovers, and there is a good deal of sentiment; the writing style is easy.
Somehow, it doesn't quite come off: it is a story by and about a cat, too juvenile in
subject and format for the audience that can understand the allusions and the humor.
It is too humorous to be a good religious story, and too sentimental to be a good hu-
morous story.
Ad Mantle, Winifred. Tinker's Castle; illus. by Kurt Werth. Holt, 1964. 222p.
5-6 Trade ed. $3.75; Library ed. $3.45 net.
When their parents go on a continental trip, the six Westcott and Lester children are
sent to stay with a retired teacher at Tinker's Castle Lodge. Julia, thirteen, is
thrilled at the thought of being near a castle, then disappointed when the "castle"
proves to be a Roman mound. The subsequent events, however, prove anything but
dull: a valuable Roman goblet is the object for which their dastardly neighbor, Cap-
tain Ridley, is cruelly mistreating his ward Philip, heir to the goblet and the family
estate. The story has pace, colorful incident, and humor; Captain Ridley, however,
is a character so venemous as to seem exaggerated.
R Means, Florence (Crannell). It Takes All Kinds. Houghton, 1964. 234p.
7-10 $3.25.
A junior novel with a most unusual heroine. Florrie at fifteen is still in seventh
grade; when the family moves to a new town, Florrie yearns to better their lot. Her
small brother (her special love) is retarded, a child with cerebral palsy; Pop is sul-
len and critical, Mom is sloppy and sentimental, and pretty young Coral is ashamed
of them all. Coral pretends that she is Florrie's cousin, but her schoolmates dis-
cover the truth; both Coral and Florrie are surprised by the fact that most people
accept them for what they really are. Florrie really is a hard-working, loving, good
human being; she learns that there is a place for a girl who has some special skills
that compensate for her intellectual limitations. A candid and thoughtful book, realis-
tically presenting life in shades of greys rather than in black and white. The ending
of the story is a bit pat, but not enough so to outweigh the many merits of the book.
Ad Mian, Mary. The Nip and Tuck War; illus. by Beth and Joe Krush. Houghton,
5-6 1964. 156p. $3.25.
A fanciful story in the fairy tale tradition, but with contemporary touches in the
names and in many of the humorous references. In the small kingdom of Croon, the
lovely Princess Cristella is captured by the evil Baron Gnarl-and rescued by the
forces assembled by the goatherd, Nip; Nip's forces consist of Penned Animals and
Free Animals, one of whose leaders is Tuck, the goat. In a Grand Council of High
Danger, the animals plot a war against the Baron; the plot is uneven in pace, some
of the incidents of councils and battles being humorous, others seeming quite con-
trived.
Ad Middleton, Drew. England. Macmillan, 1964. 136p. illus. Trade ed. $2.95;
6-9 Library ed. $2.70 net.
A useful book about England, well-written although not comprehensive; not well-or-
ganized, but perceptive in observation. The text covers history, geography, govern-
ment and education, industry and agriculture, the English people, and the relations
between England and the United States. The explanation of the different kinds of
schools is excellent-detailed and explicit, for example, yet there is no mention of
the examination system that rigidly separates pupils: the eleven-plus exam. The
book is informative and entertaining, but a bit diffuse. A bibliography and an index
are appended.
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R Opie, lona (Archibald). A Family Book of Nursery Rhymes; gathered by Iona
K-3 and Peter Opie; illus. by Pauline Baynes. Oxford, 1964. 220p. $3.75.
First published in 1963 as The Puffin Book of Nursery Rhymes, this collection of
two hundred verses is intended as a companion volume to The Oxford Nursery Rhyme
Book. The book contains an excellent section of notes on some of the rhymes; within
the body of the text there are some instances of comparative versions-seven ver-
sions of Humpty Dumpty, for example. The small black-and-white illustrations are
appropriate and attractive. A fine and useful book, not divided into sections, but with
the selections so arranged that there are affinitive relationships. An index of first
lines and an index of principal subjects are appended.
R Parker, Richard. The House that Guilda Drew; pictures by Mamoru Funai.
5-6 Bobbs-Merrill, 1964. 117p. $3.50.
The story of Guilda Ronkoop and her parents, who had come to Australia from the
Netherlands; since Mr. Ronkoop was a migratory fruit picker, the family had no
home. Guilda, who had been in fourth grade for three years, yearned for a house-
a real house. Mr. Ronkoop found a job at a sawmill and, as a surprise for his family,
slowly repaired and rebuilt an old house. The incidents that lead to the satisfying
ending are lively and realistic. The dialogue is especially good, the flavor of the
Dutch idiom in the speech of the adult Ronkoops contrasting colorfully with the Austra-
lian expressions of other characters.
Ad Pegis, Jessie Corrigan. Best Friends; A Canadian Story. Hastings House,
4-6 1964. 128p. illus. $3.25.
Living with her widowed mother at the edge of a Canadian forest, Helen Brewster
was a rather lonely and prim child who devoted much of her time to animals. A new
sixth-grade classmate, Mary, became Helen's first close friend; impulsive and
brash, Mary was just the leavening influence Helen needed, and by the time Mary re-
turned to New York both she and Helen had benefited from their friendship. A second
theme is woven through the story: Helen's adoption of a wild,fox and her sorrow when
the animal goes back to the woods. The latter plot is handled in fairly routine fashion,
but the relationship between the two girls is perceptively drawn, and the story has a
nice balance between home and school episodes. The writing style is adequate and
characterization is good but the story drags just a little.
M Robinson, Ray. Speed Kings of the Base Paths; Baseball's Greatest Runners.
6-9 Putnam, 1964. 191p. illus. $3.50.
Nine baseball players who were great runners are described in a chatty, slangy book;
the amount of biographical material about each player is minimal, most of the mate-
rial being fairly eulogistic and fictionalized descriptions of career highlights. The
book seems of only moderate value, since it gives a less complete picture than a bi-
ography, or a record of a particular team, or players of a particular position, while
not giving a full description of the careers of those men included. The nine players
are Ty Cobb, Jackie Robinson, Pepper Martin, Pete Reiser, Maury Wills, Willie
Mays, Max Carey, Luis Aparicio, and Eddie Collins.
NR Rose, Elizabeth. St. George and the Fiery Dragon; by Elizabeth and Gerald
K-2 Rose. Norton, 1964. 33p. illus. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.88 net.
A picture-book variation on the story of St. George and the dragon, with busy, styl-
ized illustrations. Both the illustrations and the text seem too sophisticated for the
read-aloud audience for whom the book is intended. In this version, the dragon gets
one Beautiful Maiden a week; the last Beautiful Maiden is a princess, and when St.
George goes to her rescue, the truth comes out. The dragon hasn't been eating the
Beautiful Maidens, he has just been collecting them for aesthetic appreciation plus
their culinary proficiency. There is some humor in the concept, but the execution is
mediocre.
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R Rothman, Milton A. Men and Discovery; The Story of Basic Research. Norton,
7- 1964. 181p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.28 net.
A convincing and competently written book that gives some of the history of pure re-
search and that evaluates the need for such basic research. The vocabulary is not
simplified, but the ideas are simply stated and the examples of pure and applied in-
vestigations are clear and pertinent. The author discusses, also, scientists them-
selves and the scientific method. A bibliography, a good glossary, and an index are
appended. A good book for the general reader, and a particularly interesting one for
the reader with interest in the sciences.
R Sale, J. Kirk. The Land and People of Ghana. Lippincott, 1963. 159p. illus.
8- (Portraits of the Nations Series.) Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $2.93 net.
A fine book in the series, written with perceptive objectivity; the text is unusually
well-organized and is informal in tone, yet dignified. Mr. Sale gives good-but not
over-extended-background about the land, the peoples and their origins, and about
some of the cultural patterns upon which modern ideas were to be superimposed.
With the leadership of Nkrumah, the end of colonialism, and the western ideas and
practices that began to filter in, a new kind of Ghana emerged. The author's attitude,
firmly sympathetic without being sentimental or even "tolerant," is an additional
pleasure. An index is appended.
R Segal, Lore. Other People's Houses. Harcourt, 1964. 312p. $5.95.
8-
A long, rambling, conversational autobiography written by a woman who for many
years did live in other people's houses. Lore was ten when Hitler took Austria, and
she was shipped off to England with several hundred other Viennese children. Her
parents came to England later, but they seldom lived with their small daughter.
Later the whole family waited three years in Santo Domingo before they were able to
enter the United States; the author concludes her story after describing several years
in New York, the family breaking up with grandmother's death and Lore's marriage.
A tremendously interesting book in all its facets: the picture of the turmoil and fear
among Viennese Jews, the vignettes of English home life at several levels, the as-
sorted oddities of life in Santo Domingo and the slow assimilation of the family into
life in New York-all these are described in an easy, colloquial, and bright style.
M Shakespeare, William. Shakespeare for Young Players from Tens to Teens; ad.
6-8 by Gertrude Lerner Kerman; illus. by Anne Lewis. Harvey House, 1964.
242p. $6.95.
A book that gives a brief biographical sketch of Shakespeare and his times as an in-
troduction to six plays: A Midsummer Night's Dream, The Taming of the Shrew,
Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest, As You Like It, and Twelfth Night. The plays have
been cut so that they will run an hour or less; production notes and suggestions for
music to be used are given; a divided bibliography, a brief glossary, and an index are
included. These latter give the book some usefulness, and there is always the possi-
bility that readers or performers (who would find it difficult indeed to handle the book
in rehearsal) might seek out the full version. However, the adaptations rob the reader
of so much that there seems too much damage done. For example, in Midsummer
Night's Dream, the robust comedy of the first casting session is lost: the scene is
omitted entirely. The play has been cut to run twenty minutes. The playlet itself has
been deleted, and there is no hilarious "tedious brief scene" of Pyramus and Thisbe.
R Shortall, Leonard. Davey's First Boat; written and illus. by Leonard Shortall.
2-4 Morrow, 1963. 48p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.78 net.
A good story, written in a pleasant and easy style; the length of the book and the size
of print are right for the audience, the plot is unified and Davey's achievements are
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realistic. Davey liked to help Mr. Dooley in the boatyard, and was anxious to take a
rowboat out by himself. He learned the necessary skills and the safety rules, and
when Mr. Dooley was stranded one day when his engine stopped, Davey was able to
row out to rescue him.
R Silverstein, Shel. A Giraffe and a Half. Harper, 1964. 46p. illus. Trade ed.
K-2 $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
Mad, quite mad; infectiously funny, very. With black-and-white drawings that get
more confused as the text cumulates, the book describes the accrual of properties
that begin with a plain, simple everyday giraffe. As the reverse procedure begins,
and the giraffe sheds a whale, a bee, a chair, a gluey shoe, etc. etc., each page be-
comes simpler than the last. A good nonsensical text and illustrations that have ele-
ments of Rube Goldberg, Pfeiffer, and Dr. Seuss.
Ad Siderhjelm, Kai. Free Ticket to Adventure; tr. from the Swedish by Annabelle
5-7 MacMillan; illus. by John Kaufmann. Lothrop, 1964. 192p. $3.50.
First published in Sweden in 1962, an entertaining story about a Swedish family's
trip to Vienna, a contest prize that has come as a complete surprise to the Nilsson
family. (Grandmother, an inveterate contest-entrant, had sent her letter in Mother's
name.) The two Nilsson boys get into scrapes in Italy and Austria without actually
getting into trouble; father-driver of a school bus-takes over on the return trip
when the driver is arrested; Mother is occasionally frustrated by knowing no Ger-
man, but has a fine time. The writing style is brisk and natural, the story line not
quite smooth; the Nilssons are convincingly real, but some of the minor characters
are less than convincing-like the two elderly sisters who are always a day behind,
saying-after a day in Italy-"Just imagine. Tomorrow we're going to have a one-day
excursion to Italy."
R Soule, Jean Conder. Never Tease a Weasel; illus. by Denman Hampson.
K-2 Parents' Magazine, 1964. 40p. $2.75.
An attractively illustrated picture book with a bouncy, rhyming nonsense text that re-
peats a pattern of suggested activities followed by the titular injunction. "You could
make a collie jolly With a gay crocheted cravat; Or make a possum blossom In an
Easter Sunday hat. But never tease a weasel, Not even once or twice. A weasel will
not like it And teasing isn't nice! " Mildly humorous, slight, and pleasant; the
rhythm and rhyme are appealing, and the text is well-suited to reading aloud.
R Spellman, John A. Printing Works Like This; with 55 illus. by J. A. Johns.
7- Roy, 1964. 56p. (Science Works Like This Series.) $2.95.
An excellent book on the processes, terminology, and equipment used in printing; the
material is well-organized, explanations are clear and simple in the text and in the
illustrative diagrams, and the placement of illustrations is good. The text closes with
a list of sources of information on careers in printing and bookbinding in England;
the text has, however, no other material that is not applicable for a reader in the
United States. An index is appended.
Ad Spencer, Cornelia. The Yangtze; China's River Highway; illus. by Kurt Wiese;
4-6 maps by Fred Kliem. Garrard, 1963. 96p. (Rivers of the World Books.)
Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.06 net.
A book that is well written but not too well organized; the text gives many fascinating
facts about the river and about Chinese people and patterns, but it has some material
that seems of only moderate relevance. There is, for example, a chapter on British
importation of opium and the Second Opium War. The text follows the river geograph-
ically, more or less, moves to occidental exploitation and the subsequent effect on
treaty ports and particularly on Shanghai, and then discusses the problems of floods.
An index is appended.
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R Stamm, Claus. The Dumplings and the Demons; illus. by Kazue Mizumura.
4-6 Viking, 1964. 48p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.81 net.
A happy wedding of text and illustration; the pictures, like the text, have vitality and
humor. The text has an unusual quality, a blending of lyric phrase and an intangible
sense of the elegant sparseness of Japanese painting. The plot has the authentic folk-
tale flavor: a kindly old man follows into a temple a dumpling that has come alive; his
behavior to the statue of the god and to the demons who gamble in the cave-temple
are motivated by right feelings. A mercenary neighbor imitates the old man when he
returns home with his just reward, and the neighbor is punished because his motives
are impure.
R Stapp, Arthur D. Too Steep for Baseball; pictures by Christine Price. Harper,
4-6 1964. 153p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
An ardent baseball fan, Dave is appalled when his father announces that the family
will spend most of the summer in an isolated cabin and that Dave is to have no tele-
vision, no radio. In fact, no baseball. Dave becomes more interested than he thought
possible in the natural phenomena around him, especially in meteorology; his new
knowledge proves most useful when a hurricane threatens. The role Dave plays is
impressive but perfectly believable; he is knowledgeable but not infallible. The family
relationships are delightfully real, the writing has vitality and humor. The story has
several possibilities for formula situations, all avoided; it is, for example, refresh-
ing to find that Dave's friend (and fellow Yankee fan) comes out to the cottage for a
visit and is impressed by Dave's new interests, rather than disparaging them.
Ad Stevenson, Janet. Singing to the World: Marian Anderson. Encyclopaedia
6-9 Britannica, 1963. 189p. illus. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.36 net.
A good biography, with some interesting photographs. The author uses the famous
Washington concert as a focal point for the book, moving back and forth from the
time of the first correspondence about Constitution Hall to earlier events in Miss
Anderson's life. The technique is quite well executed, giving the biography immedi-
acy and momentum. The writing style is often ornate; for example, the first time a
young Marian saw her name on a publicity flyer: "The world whirled around and
came slowly to rest again. She was a different person! A contralto! A singer! A
real singer! Like Roland Hayes, who sang every year at the gala concert sponsored
by Union Baptist! " Despite the intermittently florid writing, the book is interesting,
because it gives-in addition to the biographical material-a picture of the struggles
of the Negro performer in a new field as exemplified by this one artist in the one
field.
R Stockton, Frank Richard. The Bee-Man of Orn; pictures by Maurice Sendak.
5-7 Holt, 1964. 46p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
A republished book, now delightfully illustrated by Sendak; a most charming story
written in distinctive style. Completely content, living a simple and busy life with
his omnipresent bees, the Bee-Man becomes perturbed when a Junior Sorcerer in-
forms him that he has undoubtedly been transformed from some other sort of being.
What kind of being that is, he is not qualified to say-so the Bee-Man sets out to find
his previous incarnation. In the fanciful story of his adventures is some delicious hu-
mor, some subtle mockery, and some percipient observation of mankind.
R Stolz, Mary Slattery. A Love, or a Season. Harper, 1964. 257p. Trade ed.
9- $3.50; Library ed. $3.79 net.
Revised by the author, a novel first published in 1954 under the title Two by Two;
Mrs. Stolz explains, in a note on the jacket, that the decision to reissue the book was
based on the fact that young people today are more sophisticated than they were even
a decade ago. An honest and a tender story, perceptive in analysis of human relation-
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ships and candid in approach to the problem of sex. Although the tension (and mis-
understanding) between a father and son is particularly well-described, it does not
overshadow the crucial problem of the book: what do two young people in love do to
restrain the feelings they cannot deny? Nan and Harry have been friends through
childhood, and the sudden awakening to first love and to desire both frightens and
enthralls them. Both become newly aware of family relationships; both become so-
berly aware of being adult.
Ad Streatfeild, Noel. The Thames; London's River; illus. by Kurt Wiese; maps
4-6 by Fred Kliem. Garrard, 1964. 94p. (Rivers of the World Books.)
Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.19 net.
A book that gives a great deal of specific detail and that has some vivid passages of
writing, but is weakened by the loose organization of material and by digressions
into ancillary subject matter. In general, the text follows the Thames from source
to sea, going off on historical or anecdotal by-paths here and there; a brief survey
of English history follows. Interesting but spotty; the book gives the impression
that Miss Streatfeild's usually fluid style has been manipulated.
R Uchida, Yoshiko. Sumi's Prize; pictures by Kazue Mizumura. Scribner, 1964.
K-2 43p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.12 net.
A delightful read-aloud story, charmingly illustrated, about a small girl in a small
Japanese town today. Sumi yearned to win a prize of some kind-any kind; especially
she wanted a prize from her second-grade teacher, because he was also the mayor.
When a kite contest was announced, Sumi decided to enter; she was a bit taken aback
on the day of the contest to find that she was the only girl there. Her butterfly kite
was doing nicely aloft, when Sumi sacrificed her chance to win by galloping off to
rescue the mayor's hat. She didn't win the prize, but she was given the mayor's own
fountain pen as a reward. Written in a light and graceful style, nicely unified, with a
satisfying conclusion to a realistic story.
NR Walden, Amelia Elizabeth. To Catch a Spy. Westminster, 1964. 222p. $3.50.
7-9
A C.I.A. clerk, Sally Templeton, is chosen to do a spying assignment because she
resembles the dead Erika Buxton, spoiled and wealthy. Sally becomes the house
guest of Erika's stepfather; her pose fools one of two brothers who vie for her atten-
tion-the other brother knows she isn't Erika and falls in love with the real girl. Very
involved, rather drawn out, and written in an elaborated style: "Even the casual way
she wore her clothes showed a deliberate attempt to prove that she belonged in this
fabulous house." or, "Behind Verne's bland exterior bubbled a dormant volcano of vi-
olent egotism."
R Ward, Rodger. Rodger Ward's Guide to Good Driving; by Rodger Ward and
10- Brock Yates; illus. with photographs and with drawings by Gordon Bruce.
Harper, 1963. 195p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
A most useful book, written by a newspaperman and a professional driver and pub-
lished in cooperation with the National Safety Council. The text is well-organized,
adequately illustrated, and written in a crisp, straightforward style. Not intended in
any way to teach driving, the book may well be read profitably by young people who
are not yet eligible for a learner's permit as well as by licensed drivers. The text
is sensible and helpful about safety rules, driving under varied conditions, about pur-
chasing and maintaining a car, and about techniques for coping with-or avoiding-
special problems, problems involving the driver or his car, or other drivers, or road
conditions, etcetera. An index is appended.
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Ad Ware, Leon. The Rebellious Orphan; illus. by Bill Hamilton. Westminster,
6-8 1964. 216p. $3.50.
A fairly good story about the adjustment of a newly-orphaned boy to a new home and
three assorted aunts. Bill Talbot goes out to California after his widowed mother
dies; Aunt Katherine, who escorts him, is the most attractive of his three paternal
aunts. Aunt Bernice, by far the least attractive, takes it for granted that the court
will make her Bill's guardian. The story is written in an easy style with good dia-
logue; characterizations are quite patterned, and the plot is fairly predictable. The
easy style and the moderate pace of events save the book from mediocrity.
R Wairnlof, Anna Lisa. Fredrika's Children; tr. from the Swedish by Annabelle
8-10 MacMillan. Harcourt, 1964. 156p. $3.25.
First published in Sweden in 1962 under the title Fredrikes Barn, this sequel to The
Boy Upstairs is really about a group of children rather than Fredrika herself. The
moody and impulsive adolescent is now a young woman of growing maturity; she ac-
cumulates-one by one-a small collection of children for whom she provides sum-
mer day-care. The author's descriptions of the behavior of the assorted young, and
of Fredrika's sympathetic relationships with each of them, are devastatingly real.
There is no large-scale development in the story, but it is filled with marvelously
acute observation, both of the highly distinctive personalities of the child and adult
characters, and of the subtle and shifting reactions and interactions in group situa-
tions.
Ad Weart, Edith Lucie. The Story of Your Glands; illus. by Jan Fairservis.
5-9 Coward-McCann, 1963. 71p. Trade ed. $3; Library ed. $2.86 net.
A succinctly written book that describes the major functions of the endocrine and
exocrine glands; not as comprehensive as Riedman's Our Hormones and How They
Work (Abelard-Schuman, 1956) but a good introduction that is accurate, simply writ-
ten, and well-organized if occasionally repetitive. A glossary and an index are ap-
pended, and the fact that many words used in the text are found in neither listing is
a serious weakness in the book-the omission, for example, of an entry for the pros-
tate gland.
NR Welty, Eudora. The Shoe Bird; illus. by Beth Krush. Harcourt, 1964. 88p.
5-6 $3.50.
A long and elaborate fanciful story with some sophisticated and humorous concepts
that seem too mature for the reader for whom the plot is suited. A parrot in a shoe-
store hears a bored boy say that shoes are for the birds. An intricate chain of events
leads to a night-long revel of birds of all kinds, with a temporary shamble of shoes,
a visit from a cat, long discussions about shoes (replete with pun and double entendre)
and participation by a dodo and a phoenix. Too intricate, too long.
R Woolley, Catherine. Cathy's Little Sister; illus. by Liz Dauber. Morrow, 1964.
4-6 190p. $2.95.
A sequel to several books about Cathy Leonard; her small sister Chris, now in fourth
grade, is still dogging Cathy's footsteps and still dependent. Chris tries to keep busy,
but she feels rejected when Cathy is occupied with her own friends. When Chris takes
a trip alone with her father, she meets the daughter of his business acquaintance.
Mary Ellen has a baby sister of whom she is very fond, but Chris can see that little
Stephanie is a pest; for the first time she sees Cathy's viewpoint. That insight, and
the newly-gained confidence of having had a new experience help Chris become self-
reliant. Simply written, realistic, with natural conversation; the book has the double
appeals of familiar situations in everyday life and of sympathetic and candid family
patterns of mingled affection and irritation, the love being basic and the abrasions
temporary.
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